Rev. Greg Mason
District Superintendent

District Office:

509 Springridge Road
Suite L

Clinton, MS 39056

601.924.9966 (phone)
601.925.0060 (fax)

www.msnaz.org
msnaz@districtoffice.org

Forever discipling. ..
Forever being discipled

Upcoming Events:

® Jan.30 - NYITalent
Competition for TNT

Feb. 13 - Teen Quiz

Feb. 28 - End of Church Year
Mar. 6 - Bd. Of Ministry

Mar. 9 - Pastor’s Report Due
Mar. 12 - 13—NYI Convention
Mar. 27 - Kid's Quiz Finals
April13-14 - NMI Conv.

April 14-15 - SDMI Conv.
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April 15-17 - District
Assembly

B April 15-17 - TNT@TNU
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As we have moved through this Christmas season and now into a new year, | have been
giving much consideration to the story of the wise men who found the Christ child some
months (or years) after His birth. | have noticed that while these students of the stars were
moved, motivated, energized, and fascinated by this bright star in the east...the star only
helped to point them to the Messiah. The story is not about the star, or the journey, or Herod...
it is about finding and focusing on the Child.

It interests me, and even concerns me, that in the church so often we get fascinated by
the stars. By that | mean those things that really are meant to point us to Jesus, to God. We
tend too often to fall in love with and worship the stars...or in our case a certain worship style,
or music style, or preaching style, or program, or method, or religious experience.

Read these words. “First God, God is the subject of life. God is foundational for living. If we
don’t have a sense of the primacy of God, we will never get it right, get life right, get our lives
right. Not God at the margins, not God as an option, not God on the weekends. God at center
and circumference. God first and last; God, God, God.”

These words written by Dr. Eugene Peterson begin his introduction to the book of Genesis
in The Message Bible. | find them to be profound. He goes on to say that the Book of Genesis
“gives a vocabulary for speaking accurately and comprehensively about our lives, where we
come from and where we are going, what we think and what we do, the people we live with
and how to get along with them, the troubles we find ourselves in and the blessing that keep
arriving.”

Enough said. The Bible considers many things, tells many stories, gives lots of direction...
but first and foremost it points us to God and makes God the subject of life. Not my health, my
wealth, my happiness, my difficulties. God is the subject. What will you fix your heart on this
year? To whom or what will you give your attention and affection?

God first and last; God, God, God!
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Elaine and | would like to WELCOME
thank each church, pastor,
and individual who blessed us
all with the dozens of beautiful

. fJou! cards, the generous offerings,
and the wonderful gifts during the holiday
season. You kindness is reflective of the
sweetness and goodness of the Lord.
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We extend our hand of
welcome to two
parsonage families.
Rev. Lisa McCleese

and her husband,

Paul, began their
ministry at Gulfport
First on November 15.

Rev. Keith Matthews
and wife, Samantha,
along with daughter,
Roxy , began their
ministry at LifePointe
Community in

We welcome Lillieanne Marie Rego to the

MS district family. She entered the world on McComb the first Sunday of January. Let's
November 20, 6 |bs./6 0z., 19 “ long. join in prayer for these pastors and
Congratulations to Chris and Kelly Rego, congregations as they labor together for the

pastor at Brookhaven. Kingdom.







