Summary

Paul begins his letter to the Philippians by establishing his authority and the divine nature of Jesus
Christ, using trinitarian language that was revolutionary for its time. He emphasizes the importance of
combining love with knowledge and deep understanding of Scripture, warning against shallow faith
that cannot withstand life's challenges. Paul argues that many Christians today lack biblical literacy,
making them vulnerable when their faith is tested. He stresses that true spiritual growth requires
studying Scripture to discern what truly matters versus cultural distractions, so believers can produce
righteousness through Christ.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together to study Your Word, we ask that You open our hearts and
minds to receive what You want to teach us today. Help us to approach this discussion with humility
and a genuine desire to grow in our knowledge and love for You. May Your Holy Spirit guide our
conversation and reveal truths that will transform our lives. We pray that we would not just hear Your
Word, but that it would take root in our hearts and produce fruit in our daily walk with You. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What's one thing you learned about someone in your family that made you love or appreciate them
even more?

Key Verses

1. Philippians 1:1-2
2. Philippians 1:6
3. Philippians 1:9-11

Questions

1. Paul addresses the Philippians as 'saints' - what does it mean that every believer is a saint, and
how does this change how we view ourselves and other Christians?

2. Inverse 6, Paul expresses confidence that God will complete the good work He began in
believers. How does this encourage you in your own spiritual journey?

3. Paul was writing from prison, yet the Philippians remained loyal to him. How do we discern
between legitimate spiritual authority and false teaching when leaders face difficulties?

4. Paul prays that their love would ‘overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight.' Why is
knowledge essential to genuine love? Can you think of examples where love without knowledge
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can be harmful?

5. The sermon suggests many Christians today lack biblical literacy. What are some practical steps
we can take to deepen our knowledge of Scripture?

6. Paul mentions determining ‘'what really matters' for the day of Christ. What are some things our
culture says matter that might not align with biblical priorities?

7. How do we balance standing firm on biblical truth while showing love to those who disagree with
us?

8. Paul uses trinitarian language even before the doctrine was formally defined. How does
understanding the historical context of Scripture help us better interpret and apply it today?

Life Application

This week, commit to spending at least 15 minutes daily reading Scripture with the goal of growing in
knowledge, not just completing a reading plan. Choose one passage to study more deeply - look up
the historical context, cross-references, and ask God to show you how it applies to your life. Share
what you learn with someone else to help reinforce your understanding.

Key Takeaways

1. Every believer is a saint - a holy one set apart by God, not just exceptionally good people
God will complete the good work He began in us, giving us confidence in our spiritual growth
True love must be combined with knowledge and understanding to be effective and mature

Many Christians today lack biblical literacy, making them vulnerable when their faith is challenged
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We must study Scripture to discern what truly matters versus cultural distractions and produce
righteousness through Christ

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the reminder that You are faithful to complete the good work You have
begun in each of us. Help us to be committed students of Your Word, growing in both knowledge and
love. Give us wisdom to discern what truly matters in this world and the courage to live according to
Your priorities rather than cultural pressures. May our lives produce a harvest of righteousness that
brings glory and praise to Your name. Continue to work in us and through us as we seek to know You
more deeply. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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