
Summary

This sermon from Philippians 2:1-3:8 focuses on Paul's call to imitate Christ's humility and

obedience. The pastor emphasizes that being like Christ means embracing humility, servitude, and

obedience rather than seeking worldly status or recognition. Paul contrasts the mindset of Christ,

who emptied himself and became obedient to death on a cross, with those who boast in fleshly

accomplishments like circumcision or religious credentials. The message challenges believers to

work out their salvation with fear and trembling, not as a means of earning salvation, but as a process

of sanctification - growing progressively in faith and becoming proper icons of God in the world. Paul

himself serves as an example, counting his impressive Jewish credentials as loss compared to

knowing Christ.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today with open hearts and minds, ready to receive what You

have for us in this time together. We ask that You would speak to each of us through Your Word and

through our discussion. Help us to be humble and teachable, just as Christ was humble and obedient.

Remove any pride or preconceptions that might hinder us from hearing Your voice. Guide our

conversation and help us to encourage one another as we seek to grow in our faith. We pray this in

Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one skill or hobby that you've had to practice repeatedly to get better at, and how did that

repetition help you improve?

Key Verses

1. Philippians 2:3-4 King James Version (KJV)

2. Philippians 2:5-8 King James Version (KJV)

3. Philippians 2:10-11 King James Version (KJV)

4. Philippians 2:12-13 King James Version (KJV)

5. Philippians 3:7-8 King James Version (KJV)

Questions

1. What does it mean practically to 'regard others as better than yourselves' in our daily relationships

and interactions?

2. How can we 'work out our salvation with fear and trembling' while still understanding that

salvation is a gift from God?
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3. Paul says to 'do all things without murmuring and arguing.' What are some common things we

complain about that might seem trivial compared to eternal perspectives?

4. What are some modern-day equivalents to the 'circumcision' issue that Paul addresses - things we

might use to judge spiritual maturity or worthiness?

5. How can we shine 'like stars in the world' while living in the midst of a 'crooked and perverse

generation'?

6. Paul counted his impressive credentials as 'loss' for the sake of Christ. What achievements or

status symbols might we need to hold more lightly?

7. What does it look like to have God work in us 'both to will and to work for his good pleasure'? How

do we know when our desires align with God's will?

8. How can we maintain joy and avoid becoming passive-aggressive when we need to repeatedly

address the same issues in our relationships or community?

Life Application

This week, identify one area where you've been seeking recognition or status (whether in work,

relationships, or even church). Practice the humility of Christ by intentionally serving others in that

area without seeking credit or acknowledgment. Additionally, choose one person you've been

complaining about or arguing with, and instead of murmuring, pray for them daily and look for ways

to bless them.

Key Takeaways

1. True Christian maturity means imitating Christ's humility and servitude rather than seeking worldly

recognition or status

2. Working out our salvation is an ongoing process of sanctification and growth, not earning our

salvation

3. We are called to be icons of God, shining like stars in a dark world by living differently in the midst

of society

4. Religious credentials and outward appearances mean nothing compared to having the mind of

Christ

5. Repetition in teaching and reminding is necessary for spiritual growth and steadfastness

Ending Prayer
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Lord Jesus, thank You for the example You set for us through Your humility and obedience. Help us to

have the same mind that was in You - willing to serve others, to put aside our own interests, and to

work out our salvation with reverence and awe. Give us the strength to count our worldly

achievements as loss compared to knowing You. Help us to shine as lights in this world, not by hiding

from it, but by living differently in the midst of it. Transform our hearts so that our will aligns with

Yours, and give us joy even in difficult circumstances. We pray this in Your precious name, Amen.
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